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Letter from the Chair—Many Thanks… 

This year, it is my privilege, once again, to chair Women’s Works.  
Women’s Works 2008 - 21st Anniversary Fine Arts Exhibit showcases 
fifty-seven women artists from thirteen states around the country.  
The growing demographics and diversity of the artists is due, in 
part, to the paperless on-line entry process.  Two years ago, we 
began our move to a “green,” digital only entry format.  Last year, 
we completed the transition.  This year, we experienced a multitude 
of challenges we had not previously encountered.  Now, we are 
implementing changes to further simplify and enhance the digital 
entry process for the future.  I would like to thank all of our 
entrants for all their patience with the process this year.  
We will continue to work with our artists to make this transition 
easier in the future, but “green” is here to stay.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank everyone who made this year’s show come 
to life.  It takes a great deal of manpower, countless hours of hard 
work and selfless dedication for an all-volunteer organization like 
the Northwest Area Arts Council to put forth shows as unique and 
wonderful as Women’s Works.   

From my co-chair Jeanine Hill-Soldner:  “Art exhibits such 
as Women’s Works would not be possible without dedicated volun-
teers.  With the loss of so many arts organizations in the region, we 
at naac are so grateful for our committed volunteers who help us 
continue as the “source” for art exhibits.  Many thanks to Judith 
Nahill, Vicki Senn and Bev Ganschow the wonderful volunteers who 
worked so hard to help me hang this year’s show.” 

Many Thanks!: 

• To all of our artists for creating such terrific work, and our won-
derful jurors, Beate Minkovski and Dr. Viki Thompson Wylder and 
our judge Joyce Owens for their time and their choices.  The 
artwork in this show speaks volumes to the boundless creativity 
of women artists. 

• My Co-Chair, Ms. Jeanine Hill-Soldner for her insight and assis-
tance to make this show happen! 

• Ms. Beverley Ganschow for offering her gallery space, and for her 
expertise and assistance. 

• The members of the Northwest Area Arts Council Board for their 
dedication to successfully launching another great show, espe-
cially our President—Mr. John Heng who does more    behind the 
scenes work than can possibly be described here. 

• Our volunteers for always being there to pitch in, especially, 
Jeanine-Hill Soldner, Judith Nahill, Vicki Senn and Bev Ganschow 
for hanging this wonderful show, and everyone else who lent a 
hand. 

• Mr. Roger Muterspaugh, and the PigFish Painting Company for 
their benevolent patronage. 

My sincerest “Thanks!” to all… 

Kimi Hefty – Chair – Women’s Works 2008 — 21st  Anniversary  
Vice-President – northwest area arts  council 
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JUDGE 
Joyce Owens 
Curator - University Galleries 
-Chicago State University 
www.joyceowens.com 

(photograph by Brent Jones) 

Joyce Owens earned her Bache-
lor of Fine Arts  (B.F.A.) degree 
from Howard University in Wash-
ington D.C. and Master of Fine 
Arts  (M.F.A.) degree in painting 
from Yale University. Ms. Owens has held many arts re-
lated  positions  from  arts  and  crafts  director  and  art  
teacher to a producer for the CBS television station in 
Philadelphia and Graphic Arts Coordinator at  CBS Chi-
cago.  Professor Joyce Owens (Anderson) teaches studio 
painting and drawing at  Chicago State University.  She 
was appointed the curator of the university galleries start-
ing in January, 2006.  Owens' work is on view in the Mu-
seum of Science and Industry 's annual juried Black Crea-
tivity exhibition in Jan-Mar 2008 where she was one of 7 
top prize winners.  In a solo exhibition in Jan.  to Feb., 
2008 Owens exhibited in the Frick  Center at  Elmhurst 
College.  
 
“It has been an immense honor and privilege, to view the 
entries for this year's Women's Works and help select the 
prize winners. I grew up in Philadelphia, PA in a family of 
artists, having  a mother who was an  opera singer (an 
anomaly in the black community!). I have loved art all my 
life and any opportunity to see it in its best forms is not 
only satisfying but exhilarating  and inspiring! The top 
notch quality of much of the work submitted made mine a 
tough job. But I have looked at, studied and produced art 
in many mediums, both 2D and 3D since I was a student 
in the 1970's having experience with printmaking, pho-
tography, sculpture, ceramics, painting and more.  Being 
a judge, and also one who has often been judged, I take 
this task very seriously. I trained at two of the best art 
schools in the country having studied with some of the 
highest achievers in African American art at Howard Uni-
versity and the internationally known artists at Yale Uni-
versity  where I earned  an MFA in painting.  It sounds 
cliche to say that all the artists who submitted work are 
winners.  But  cliches  exist  because  of  their  inherent 
truth.  Congratulations to all.” 

(—Cont. from—Page 22)    

“I am heartened by this exhibition and the art production 
of women!  Historically, women opened opportunities in 
various fields by developing their own programs and cre-
ating their own institutions while simultaneously pushing 
for integration.  The Women's Works initiative and  the 
women who participate are making an important contri-
bution to women's place in the art world.  Congratulations 
to all in Women's Works 2008.” 



22 Women’s Works 2008 

JUROR 
Beate C. Minkovski 
Executive Director 
-Woman Made Gallery 
www.womanmade.org 

Beate Minkovski is co-founder 
of Woman Made and its Ex-
ecutive Director since 1993. 
She directs and overseas all 
gallery programming including 
i t s  w e b s i t e s , 
www.womanmade.org and 
www.womanmade.net. She is active with neighboring arts 
organizations, Intuit and ARC and has served on the Com-
munity Arts Assistance Program (CAAP) Panel for the Chi-
cago Cultural Center from 2005 to 2008. She is part of the 
Special Service Area (SSA) #29 Commission jury panel for 
public art in Chicago’s Westtown.  Minkovski is curator for 
the Women’s Caucus of Art 2008 Midwest Regional Exhibi-
tion, and recently juried entries for “Small Works 2007” at 
the Highland Park Art Center. 
 
"I thank the Northwest Area Arts Council for selecting me as 
co-juror for the 2008 "Women's Works" group exhibition. It 
is always a challenge to be a juror; it is a hugely personal 
and challenging experience.  Some of the factors most im-
portant to me included good image quality, excellent work-
manship, originality and subject matter of interest to me. I 
tried to be as inclusive as possible and included a variety of 
media and approaches, keeping in mind how the exhibition 
would appear as a whole. I congratulate all artists who were 
included in this exhibition and tell those who weren't, not to 
take it personal. It's all part of the artist's experience and 
both, to be accepted or not are of equal importance."  

JUROR 
Viki D. Thompson 
Wylder, PhD 
Curator of Educat ion 
-Florida State University 
Museum of Fine Arts 
www.mofa.fsu.edu 

Viki D. Thompson Wylder, 
PhD, Curator of Education, 
Florida  State  University 
Museum of Fine Arts.  Dr. 
Wylder’s position as Curator of Education is meant to pro-
vide analysis and interpretation of exhibitions through the 
following means: acts as liaison to all school projects;  
directs education initiatives, on-site and outreach; creates 
educational  projects,  packets;  works  with  docents  to 
script tours, oversees student volunteer program, acts as 
liaison to several campus departments, serves as commu-
nity  development  officer  with  regard  to  the  Artists’  
League of the Museum.  She authored/curated the Judy 
Chicago retrospective, Trials and Tributes, arranging for 
an eight museum tour (inclusive of FSU MoFA; cata-
logue).                                        (—Cont. on—Page 23)  
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